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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to application dated: 3/13/2007. Claims 1-9 are pending. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Apphcant's submission filed on 1/16/2007 has been entered 



Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1-9 objected to« because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 recites limitation "the at lease one message", in line 13. It should be "the at least 
one message" 

Appropriate correction/clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahuja, .as 
above, in view of Brand (US Patent No. 6,810,034), hereinafter, Brand, fiuther in view of 
White et al (US Patent No. 6,069,890), hereinafter. White. 

For claims 1 and 3-5, reciting "A method for processing signaling information" (Ahuja 
discloses, with reference to fig. 1, col. 2 lines 65-67) in a telecommunications network 
(ISDN), comprising: 

• interchanging the signaling information (col. 2 lines 65-67) between a subscriber 
terminal (terminal equipment 101, fig.l), and a switching center (central office 
switch 105); 

Ahuja does not disclose the following limitations, which are disclosed by Brand, in 
reference to fig. 2, as follows: 

• converting the signaUng information in the switching center 220 and 215 to at least 
one message which is transmitted to at least one telecommunications service server 
260 which is connected to the switching center 220 and 215, (Brand discloses, 
^^conversion system and method then contacts the appropriate server, which is 
connected to switching center", see abstract , and refer to col. 5 lines 25-33); 

Ahuja in view of Brand do not disclose explicitly the following limitations which are 
disclosed by White as follows: 
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• the at least one telecommunications service server carries out telecommunications 
services which correspond to the at least one message , wherein the 
telecommunication services are in addition to services provided by the switching 
center, (refer to figs. 2-3, White discloses, "DNS server 89" which translates the 
name into a telephone number, it translates the logical alphanumeric address 
into a logical IP address associated with an application server which is connected 
to the Internet ; White discloses Internet services in addition to PSTN services, 
refer to fig. 2 and col. 5 lines 10-12; White discloses, caller— dials *82 
(message)", col. 5 lines 60-62; " determines from the prefix *82 that the call is an 
Internet call", col. 5 line 67 through col. 6 line 1); 

• the at least one telecommunications service server is an Internet server, which is 
connected via an Internet to the switching center, (White discloses "DNS server 89 
and DHCP server 91 refer to fig. 2 and col. 5 lines 45-47) And 

• the at least one message is transmitted via the Internet to the Intemet server (White 
discloses Internet module 74 at the receiving end, which includes DNS server 89 
and DHCH server 91, fig. 2; further discloses "the central office switching 
system analyzes the received digits and determines the prefix "^82 that the call is 
an Internet call", col. 5 line 66 through col. 6 line 1). 

• As recited by claim 3, the telecommunications service server has a number of 
program routines for carrying out a number of telecommunications services, refer to 
col. 8 line 35 through line 40. 
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• As recited by claim 4, wherein the telecommunications service server carries out 

switching telecommunications services, the switching telecommunications services 
expanding the telecommunications services which are carried out by the switching center, 
(refer to figs. 2-3, White discloses, "DNS server 89" which translates the name 

into a telephone number, it translates the logical alphanumeric address into a 

logical IP address associated with an application server which is connected to the 

Internet ; White discloses Internet services in addition to PSTN services, refer to 

fig. 2 and col. 5 lines 10-12; White discloses, " caller— dials "^82 (message)", col. 5 

lines 60-62; determines from the prefix "^82 that the call is an Internet call", 

col. 5 line 67 through col. 6 line 1);. 

• .As recited by claim 5, wherein the telecommunications service server carries out 
subscriber-specific or national-specific telecommunications services, (White discloses, 
^^DNS server 89" which translates the name into a telephone number, it 
translates the logical alphanunieric address into a logical IP address associated 
with an application server which is connected to the Internet). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to use the capability of converting the signaling information being converted in the 
switching center to at least one message which is transmitted to at least one telecommunications 
service server which is connected to the switching center, as taught by Brand and the capability 
of "the at least one telecommunications service server carries out telecommunications services 
which correspond to the at least one message , wherein the telecommunication services are in 
addition to services provided by the switching center", as taught by White. The capabilities can 
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be implemented in server. The motivation for doing so is to provide services through the public 
telecommunications system. 

For claim 6, reciting, " An apparatus for processing signaling information in 
telecommunications network, (Ahuja discloses, ISDN, fig. 1), comprising: 

a controller (line unit 1 1 1 and packet switch 109) to transmit, receive and process the 
signaling information (col. 3 lines 40-46) and connected to a server (access server 103) in a 
switching center (central office switch 105); 

the controller (line unit 111 and packet switch 109) having a device to convert received 
signaling information, (line unit 1 1 1 and packet switch 109), which relates at least to one 
telecommunications service, into messages (refer to col. 3 lines 30-38, and col. 3 lines 40-46) 
and having an interface to connect at least one telecommunications service server (access server 
103) to the switching center (central office switch 105); 

the at least teleconmiunications service server (access server 103) configured for 
carrying out the at least one telecommunications service , wherein the at least one 
telecommunications service server is an Internet (113) server which is connected via an Intemet 
(113), the switching center and wherein the at least one telecommunication service is in addition 
to services provided bv the switching center 

Aliuja disclosed the following limitations, as above, which are, further, disclosed by 
Brand, in reference to fig. 2, as follows: 
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• the controller having a device to convert received signaUng information, which 
relates at least to one telecommunications service, into messages, and having an 
interface to connect at least one telecommunications service server 260 to the 
switching center 220 and 215, see abstract , and refer to col. 5 lines 25-33; 

• the at least one telecommunications service server 260 configured for carrying out the 
at least one telecommunications service, wherein the at least one telecommunications 
service server is an Internet server 260 which is connected via an Intemet to the 
switching center 220 and 215, refer to coL 5 lines 25-33 and abstract. 

Ahuja in view of Brand does not disclose the following limitations, which are 
disclosed by White, in reference to fig. 2, as follows: 

• wherein the at least one telecommunication service is in addition to services provided 
by the switching center (White discloses Internet services in addition to PSTN 
services, refer to fig. 2 and col. 5 lines 10-12; White discloses, " caller— dials *82 
(message)", col. 5 lines 60-62; " determines from the prefix *82 that the call is an 
Internet call", col. 5 line 67 through col. 6 line 1). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to use the capabiUties of converting the signaling information being converted in the 
switching center to at least one message which is transmitted to at least one telecommunications 
service server which is connected to the switching center, as taught by White. The capability can 
be implemented in server. The motivation for doing so is to provide voice communication link 
with the recipient party. 
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For claim 2, Ahuja discloses The method as claimed in claim 1, 

• the signaling information is control information for an ISDN D channel 
protocol, and the control information is interchanged via a D channel (col. 2 
lines 60-65) between the subscriber terminal (Terminal equipment 101) and the 
switching center (central office switch 105) with the control information having 
ISDN service information for at least one ISDN service, which information is 
converted in the switching center into messages and is transmitted to at least one 
ISDN D channel server which is connected to the switching center and 
corresponds to the telecommunications service server, and with the ISDN D 
channel server or servers carrying out the ISDN service or services 

corresponding to the messages^ (refer to col. 2 lines 50-67). 1 

For claim 7, Ahuja discloses the apparatus as claimed in claim 6, as above, wherein 

• the signaling information is control information for the ISDN channel protocol 
(col. 2 lines 65-67), and the controller (line unit 105 and packet switch 109) 
transmits and receives control information via a D channel with the interface 
(12) being used for connecting at least one ISDN D channel server (9) as 
telecommunications service server, (refer to col. 3 lines 30-46). 

For claim 8, Ahuja discloses the apparatus , refer to fig. 1, as claimed in claims 6 or 7, as 
above, characterized in that 
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• wherein the telecommunications service server servers (access server 103) has 

have an interface for connection the switching center (5) (central office switch 
105), with the interface receiving messages from the switching center (5) and 
caUing telecommunications services, which correspond to the messages, on the 
telecommunications service server or servers (9), refer to col. 3 lines 1-5. 

For claim 9, Ahuja discloses "wherein the ISDN D channel , (col. 2 Hnes 64-67), server 
or servers (9) (access server 103, carries out or carry out the ISDN services 
corresponding to the control information. (coL 2 lines 64-67 and col 3 Unes 1-5), 

Response to Arguments 

6. ApUcanf s arguments filed 3/13/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

Applicant does not deny that Brand sends a message, but rather asserts that the server does not 
carry out any services which correspond to that message. To further clarify the invention, applicant has 
amended claims 1 and 6 to clarify that the services carried out which correspond to the at least one 
message are in addition to services carried out by the switching center. Since applicant submits that 
Brand never discloses any situation in which any device in the disclosed system carries out 
telecommunication services which correspond to the at least one message, Brand most certainly 
fails to teach that the at least one telecommunication service is in addition to services provided by 
the switching center. The other cited references also fail to teach or suggest this feature. Thus, the prior 
art of record fails to teach or suggest, either alone or in combination, the features of claims 1 or 6. 

Examiner , further, states that Brand (US Patent No. 6,810,034) discloses "this 
conversion system and method then contacts the appropriate server associated with the intemet 
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protocol address and transmits the message over the Internet Protocol network. The 
message is then transmitted from the appropriate server to the telephone number of the 
recipient partv . Further, the Internet Protocol gatewav has the messaging capabilities of an 
Intelligent Network service such as signaling system no.7 protocol, refer to abstract 

In response, Examiner, further, states, Brand discloses, "this conversion system and 
method then contacts the appropriate server associated with the intemet protocol address and 
transmits the message over the Intemet Protocol network. 

In response. Examiner states that Brand discloses "conversion system preferably utilizes 
an Intemet Protocol Gateway and database", see abstract. 

Examiner, further, states that White et al (6,069890) discloses PSTN network 
telecommunication services in addition to Internet communication services, see figures 2-3, 
refer to coL 4 line 58 through col. 5 line 20. 

Further, White discloses, "The central office switching system analyzes the received 
digits and determines from the prefix *82 that the call is an Intemet cair',(this is clearly 
analyzing the signaling message that the call is via internet for some recipient), refer to col. 
5 line 64 through col. 6 line 1 . 

In light of above explanation, arguments bv applicant are not persuasive . 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Inder P. Mehra whose telephone number is 571-272-3170. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from SAM to 5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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